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Florida PSC Rejects Okeechobee Coal Power Plant 
By Robb Hanrahan 
 
(AP) TALLAHASSEE The Public Service Commission rejected a proposal to build what 
would have been the nation's largest new coal-burning power plant near the Florida 
Everglades in a decision Tuesday that won praise from environmentalists and Gov. 
Charlie Crist. 
 
Florida Power & Light Co. sought to build the plant in rural Glades County to reduce its 
heavy reliance on natural gas, improve service reliability and meet a growing demand for 
power. 
 
Environmentalists argued the $5.7 billion, 1,960 megawatt plant would have polluted the 
Everglades and contributed to global warming. The climate change issue figured into the 
rejection even though the commissioners ruled on economic grounds. 
 
"The Public Service Commission today made the right decision for the environment, the 
right decision for the Everglades and the right decision for Florida," Crist said in a 
statement. "I have been concerned about both the proposed technology and location of 
the Glades Power Park." 
 
By a 4-0 vote, the commissioners found the coal plant was not the most cost-effective 
alternative, said commission spokesman Anthony De Luise. 
 
"They cited the uncertainty associated with natural gas and coal prices and the cost 
impact of potential carbon emission regulations at the state and federal levels," De Luise 
said. 
 
Future carbon regulations designed to reduce global warming could increase the cost of 
operating the facility. 
 
"With the coal proposal off the table, Florida can invest in energy efficiency and the 
development of renewable energy," said Susan Glickman, a consultant for the Natural 
Resources Defense Council and Southern Alliance for Clean Energy. 
 
FPL, which serves South Florida and much of the state's east coast, has not yet decided 
whether it will ask the commission to reconsider its ruling or appeal to the state Supreme 
Court, company spokesman Mayco Villafana said. 
 
Even if the decision should be reversed, the company would need additional approval 
from Crist, the state Cabinet and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
 



"In light of this decision, we think the only option near-term is to build more gas plants," 
Villafana said. 
 
He said the company "obviously somehow misread" what seemed to be the commission's 
past encouragement to diversify its fuel mix. FPL now relies on natural gas for half its 
capacity, but that would increase to 70 percent by 2016 without the coal plant, Villafana 
said. 
 
The dependence on gas will increase the chances of power interruptions if hurricanes or 
other causes interfere with fuel supplies, which has happened in the past, he said. 
 
Villafana said the plant would have used clean coal technology to sharply limit pollution, 
but environmentalists said it still would have been dirtier than other options. 
 
"Coal generates twice as much greenhouse gas as any other fuel," said Earthjustice 
lawyer David Guest. "Finally, the PSC is acknowledging that global warming is a critical 
issue in Florida." 
 
Low-lying Florida is among the most vulnerable places in the nation if global warming 
causes ocean levels to rise as many scientists predict, Guest pointed out. 
 
Guest said PSC documents show Florida utilities have done virtually nothing to reduce 
overall power demand in the past 10 years, but Villafana disagreed. 
 
"We're number one in the nation when it comes to conservation, however, there's not 
enough conservation we can do to offset the growth that is taking place in this state," he 
said. 
 
The Glades facility was the largest of more than 150 new coal-burning plants on drawing 
boards across the nation, Glickman said. 
 
She said environmentalists hope the decision will set a precedent. 
 
In north Florida, Taylor County commissioners Monday agreed to permit an 800 
megawatt coal-burning plant adjacent to a paper mill near Perry by a partnership that 
includes the city of Tallahassee, Jacksonville's JEA and the Reedy Creek Improvement 
District, which includes Walt Disney World. 
 
Environmentalists also have opposed that project, which has not yet gone before the PSC.  
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