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Groups oppose coal-powered FPL plant next to Everglades near Moore Haven 
By Mark Hollis  
  
TALLAHASSEE -- A coal-fired power plant that Florida's largest utility plans to build 
on the western shore of Lake Okeechobee will emit toxic mercury, contribute to global 
warming and pose environmental hazards for South Florida and the Everglades, 
opponents said Thursday. 
 
The power station, one of the largest of its kind, is being proposed by Florida Power & 
Light Co. to sate the region's growing hunger for electricity. The company hopes to have 
the plant running by 2013, but needs to obtain government permits starting this year. 
 
Opponents say the facility isn't necessary and presents multiple ecological threats. Each 
year, it would dump up to 13 million tons of carbon dioxide and 190 pounds of mercury -
- a known contributor to birth defects and neurological disorders -- in South Florida's 
environment, the foes contend. 
 
"It flies in the face of common sense to allow a major source of mercury, which this plant 
would be, to be built near the heart of the Everglades," said Manley Fuller, president of 
the Florida Wildlife Federation. Fuller was one of the activists who hosted a news 
conference Thursday to express opposition to FPL's Glades Power Park project. 
 
The plant, which would be capable of producing enough power for more than 650,000 
homes, would consist of two 980-megawatt generating units and occupy a now bucolic 
4,900-acre site near Moore Haven in Glades County. 
 
The utility says it chose coal to diversify its fuel mix. Currently, about 43 percent of 
FPL's power comes from natural gas, an increasingly expensive source. 
 
Mayco Villafano, an FPL spokesman, said that by comparison to many pollutants already 
sullying the region's air, the effects of the new plant would be negligible. 
 
"The plant will add such a small amount of mercury to be almost immeasurable in 
Florida's environment," Villafano said. 
 
The plant is expected to generate 1,600 construction jobs a year for nearly five years, 
then 180 full-time jobs after it begins operation. 
 
As early as June 5, the Florida Public Service Commission will determine whether the 
power station is needed. Courts and local and state agencies also will be involved. But in 
all likelihood, the final arbiter on whether the plant will be built is Gov. Charlie Crist and 
the Florida Cabinet. 
 



They haven't signaled how they might come down on the issue. But at this spring's 
legislative session, the Republican governor pushed for alternative fuel technologies. 
During his campaign, he touted the importance of combating global warming. 
 
Much of what enrages environmentalists about the project is the fact that coal, when 
burned, pumps out mercury and sulfur dioxide, both toxins. 
 
FPL officials counter that the advanced supercritical pulverized coal technology they'll 
utilize will make the process much cleaner. The utility's explanations haven't mollified 
the project's opponents. 
 
"Residents of Palm Beach and Broward and Miami-Dade counties ... If you like to scuba 
dive ... anything of these things, you should be concerned [about the plant]." 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Online 
 
What do you think about the proposal to build a coal-fired power plant near Lake 
Okeechobee? Cast your vote in our poll at Sun-Sentinel.com/news  
 


