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A grassroots group fights for FPL plant 
By Nena Bolan 
 

 
Tommy Perry, local Glades County resident, has recently been 
named chairman of the Citizens Power Coalition which supports 
Florida Power and Light’s plan to build a power plant near Moore 
Haven.INI/Nena Bolan 
  
 
 
 

 
GLADES COUNTY — A group of local citizens has organized in support of a power 
plant. 
 
Citizens Power Coalition is a local organization made up of residents from Glades and 
Hendry counties who are pushing to help FPL’s proposal to build a power plant near 
Moore Haven. 
 
The group organized about six months ago when some residents began to feel that the 
power plant would be a positive beginning for the inevitable growth of rural Glades 
County. 
 
For several decades the area has been in economic decline with an image of vacant 
buildings and lack of modern necessities like a pharmacy or hardware store. 
 
FPL, by its own estimates, plans to hire 1,600 workers for constructing the plant over a 
five-year period, and 180 full time employees will be hired to operate the plant with an 
additional 100 regional jobs indirectly related to the plant. 
 
In addition to new jobs, there is the hope that many other businesses will be drawn to the 
county in order to provide services to FPL and a large workforce. 
 
Despite the promise of such economic perks, environmental activists began a local group 
named Save It Now, Glades! (SING) which opposes FPL’s plans. 
 
“Locals have been engaging SING in conversation and quietly stating their opposition to 
the coal plant,” said Susan Glickman, representative of Natural Resources Defense 
Council. 
 



However, there are some, including parents in Glades County who do not want their 
children to leave the area in search of jobs. They want to plan for future jobs in Glades 
County now, and formed Citizens Power Coalition toward that goal. 
 
Recently, Citizens Power Coalition named Tommy Perry as chairman. He grew up in 
Glades County and works in neighboring Hendry County as president of Johnson-Prewitt 
& Associates. 
 
One reason he believes many people support the project is because of the estimated $21 
million in annual tax benefits to Glades county and several million for Hendry county. 
This can be the foundation for carefully planned economic growth in the area, the group 
argues. 
 
Tommy Perry his group remains focused on four areas of concern that will directly shape 
the future of Glades County. 
 
According to Mr. Perry, the location of transmission lines on private property is a 
primary issue. The coalition wants FPL to consider input from property owners, and asks 
for as little impact as possible. 
 
A second issue is water use and conservation. Since Glades county is an agricultural 
community it uses water and so will the power company. There must be wise use of 
water so each will not compete with the other. 
 
Another concern is air quality. “According to promoters, the Glades Power Park will not 
be like the coal-fired plants of 20 and 30 years ago. It will be an ultra super critical coal 
fired power plant with emissions below allowable standards set in place by the 
Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
A final issue will be the economic benefits to Glades County. 
 
Many residents would like to see smart growth without the urban sprawl and congestion 
of traffic density. The possible $21 million in tax benefits could prepare the way for true 
updated infrastructure, Citizens Power Coalition explained. 
 
Primary installations of sewers, fire hydrants, water pipes, electricity, culverts, bridges 
and roads will open the way for new businesses, hospitals, schools and neighborhoods. 
 
“What we are doing today will always be an impact on Glades County. All future 
economic development will somehow build off that power plant,” said Mr. Perry. 
 
Staff Writer Nena Bolan can be reached at nenabolan@yahoo.com. 
 


