
Miami SUN POST 
April 26, 2007 
 
The Coming of New Atlantis  
By Lenneice Drew 
 
Protesters Fear Rising Oceans Will Put Florida Under the Atlantic Ocean. Not Helping 
Things Is a Proposed Power Plant  
 

 
StepItUp2007.org protesters with Patricia Beck of Miami, right, march down Lincoln 
Road to bring attention to global warming Saturday morning in Miami Beach. Photo by 
Mitchell Zachs/Magicalphotos.com  
  
“Stop global warming, before it’s too late!” protesters shouted while pumping their fists 
and holding signs as they marched down Lincoln Road to Miami Beach City Hall last 
Saturday. The largest banner held by protestors read, “No Power Plant in our 
Everglades.” 
 
Some passersby blew their car horns in support of protesters; others stopped to sign a 
petition that will urge Congress to put a stop to a new Florida Power & Light plant in 
Glades County.  
 
The local protest rallied about 25 participants and was one of more than 1,000 similar 
events organized on April 14 in every state under the Step It Up 2007 campaign against 
global warming. Organizers of Step It Up 2007 want the U.S. Congress to pass a bill 
requiring an 80 percent cut in carbon dioxide emissions by 2050. 
 



Seven-year-old Ashley Jellema, the youngest protester at the Miami Beach action, was 
accompanied by her mother Joan Jellema. Ashley held a sign that displayed a power plant 
releasing toxic pollutants into blue skies. She said she doesn’t want anything else bad 
happening to the environment. “I just want to help save the Earth,” Ashley said.  
 
Artist Franky Burgos wore a two-sided colorful sign across his chest and back and blew a 
whistle to draw attention to the march. “No matter your age, no one should feel like they 
can’t make a contribution to help save the planet,” he said. “Just start by doing things 
such as save water by turning it off while brushing your teeth, ride the bus instead of 
driving, carpool, purchase fuel-efficient vehicles, make sure your dishwasher is full when 
you use it and use compact fluorescent light bulbs.” 
 
Protesters said they fear South Florida will eventually be submerged under the ocean as a 
result of rising sea levels. Ross Kelson, the local event organizer and a member of the 
Miami chapter of the Sierra Club, referred to the documentary film An Inconvenient 
Truth, which projected all of South Florida would be under water by the year 2100. 
Scientists in the documentary said there are only 10 years left to prevent a major global 
warming catastrophe that could send the entire planet into a tailspin of epic destruction 
involving extreme weather, floods, droughts, epidemics and killer heat waves beyond 
anything human civilization has ever experienced.  
 
Kelson, who is also an information technology consultant, said the impact of global 
warming is already being felt: from melting glaciers that are raising sea levels to erratic 
weather patterns.  
 
Congress can implement energy-efficient policies that will offset most of the electricity 
demand growth in the state over 15 years, Kelson said. If Congress invests in renewable 
energy resources, it will further reduce the need for conventional coal power plants such 
as FPL’s proposed coal-fired power plant in Glades County, just west of Lake 
Okeechobee. More than 90 people signed the petition, which will be sent to Congress, 
against the power plant, Kelson said. 
 
Kelson said the plant presents a clear danger for people and wildlife. Upon completion, 
the project will be one of the largest coal-fired power plants in the nation, producing 1960 
megawatts of electricity from a 5,000-acre industrial facility in the heart of the 
Everglades next to the Caloosahatchee River near Lake Okeechobee, which is five miles 
from a fishing creek.  
 
The Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, a nonprofit organization that promotes 
responsible energy choices, said power plant pollutants include mercury, a potent 
neurotoxin that has been linked to heart disease; sulfur dioxide, which will acidify lakes, 
rivers and the Everglades; soot, which is linked to lung cancer; and nitrogen oxide, which 
can trigger respiratory problems like asthma. 
 
“Companies such as FPL are looking at short-term advancement verses the long-term 
negative impact,” Kelson said.  



 
The plant is still going through the state permitting process, said Mayco Villafana, a 
spokesperson for FPL. Currently FPL is making its case to the Florida Public Service 
Commission in a “needs determination hearing.” “We are providing information on why 
a power plant is needed, why there is a need to expand the electrical infrastructure 
because of growth. Those hearings are going on right now,” Villafana said.  
 
FPL plans to have one 980 megawatt unit generator in service by mid-2013 and a second 
980 MW unit ready by mid-2014. 
 
“We need this power plant,” Sharon Bennett, another FPL spokesperson, said. FPL is 
responding to the expected population growth in Florida, she explained. “Public safety is 
our top priority, but there are not enough sources to support the electrical demand of our 
customers,” Bennett added. Building new power plants ensures there is a place to 
generate electricity from, she explained.  
 
FPL also maintains, in a Web site piece titled “About the Project,” found at 
www.fpl.com/environment/plant/gladespowerpark.shtml, that the plant’s design will 
address environmental concerns and “would be highly efficient, reliable and protective of 
the environment,” the FPL site states. 
 
Protester George Purvis, a retired United Protestant minister, said FPL is a prime 
example of capitalism gone wild. “It is time we stop raping our environment to make 
more money.” 
 
Purvis, 69, won’t be around to witness what becomes of Florida 90 years from now, but 
he is concerned for today’s children and future generations. 
 
“We all have a responsibility for the earth and the human family. This is not a group of 
left-wing nuts; we just know that market capitalism has to be controlled in order to save 
the planet,” Purvis said. 
 
Kelson said there are currently five major climate-change bills before Congress that 
residents should be aware of. All of the bills aim to regulate companies that have a 
negative impact on the environment, such as car manufacturers, power plants, coal mines, 
petroleum refineries and many others. If the bills pass, companies such as FPL will have 
to update their coal-powered plants. 
  
Comments? E-mail letters@miamisunpost.com 
 


