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Go with solar, not coal 
 
The Southern Ocean around Antarctica is so loaded with carbon dioxide that it can barely 
absorb any more. Scientists didn't think this would happen until after 2050 if we didn't 
change our careless, carbon-spewing ways. Without this carbon sink more of the CO2 
will stay in the atmosphere to warm up the planet.  
 
The Florida Public Service Commission is scheduled to decide on June 5 whether FPL 
has demonstrated a need for a new $5.7 billion coal plant and that it will be economically 
feasible for its customers. Company officials say new technology that involves 
pulverizing the coal to a fine powder makes it cleaner than traditional coal plants.  
 
Listen folks, technology that is not even "new" can be applied to your very own roof to 
generate electricity for you and it won't release one single global warming molecule, and 
it won't require pulverizing dirty coal to fine powder to produce your electricity. It's 
called solar energy. 
 
We have a solar electric system on our house that is tied to the power grid and as of this 
week FPL officials came to our house telling us that we need to sign their interconnection 
agreement. This agreement says that when our solar system is creating pollution-free 
electricity and putting it back on the grid for others to use, we now are going to be forced 
to install a $500 meter (that FPL pays for) to monitor the ebb and flow of electricity from 
our solar system. 
 
Fearing a loss in revenue from us because our electric bills are very modest — $9.26 last 
month — monitoring us will give FPL the ability to make money from us. For the same 
price as the $5.7 billion dollar coal plant, FPL could install a quarter million solar electric 
systems ($25,000 each) on homes or 2.3 million solar hot water systems ($2,500 each).  
 
FPL hasn't even begun to address energy conservation and don't be fooled by their 
saying, "We are doing an incredible amount to conserve energy, but we must meet the 
demand." I demand FPL leave us alone and let us use our solar system to benefit the 
entire planet, not just benefit the bank account of FPL and their shareholders. I hope our 
needs are met. 
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