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FPL can do a lot more in Florida to go 'green'  
 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/content/opinion/epaper/2007/06/05/lette 
rfile_0605.html  
 
In his address to shareholders, FPL Group Chief Executive Lewis Hay III acknowledged 
an understanding of the importance, magnitude and anthropogenic source of global 
warming. FPL realizes that it is imperative to deal seriously with global warming but 
does not want to "wreck our economy" in the process.  
 
Susan Glickman, representing the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, spoke concisely 
to recommend "backing away" entirely from the Glades Power Park project due to its 
contribution to global warming and other environmental contaminants, which would have 
a devastating effect on the Everglades waterways. Mr. Hay responded to her that the 
environmental groups should go after the older, dirtier plants and not the newer, cleaner 
proposals like the GPP.  
 
In response to another person who asked that FPL step up its efforts toward clean energy 
sources, Mr. Hay said (proclaiming innocence) that FPL is not a research and 
development operation but, rather, purchases power as a for-profit corporation using 
market forces to make its decisions.  
 
I would recommend to FPL that:  
 
1. If the company does not conduct the R&D, FPL had better pay close attention to those 
who do, from all sides of the equation.  
 
2. FPL may be required to provide reliable and cost-effective power, but the company 
needs to be a good corporate citizen as well. Most important, it needs to revise its view of 
the time scale to address the urgency of the problem. We cannot afford to wait until FPL 
can fit fixing climate change neatly into its own "economic equation."  
 
3. If global warming can be mitigated by decentralized, or distributed, generation of 
electric power, FPL needs to stand aside and allow that to happen.  
 
4. Florida can power up on solar and wind to a much greater extent than it currently does. 
Currently, there are commendable state and federal incentives, long lists of contractors, a 
terrific ratio of roof area per person, and reliable and hurricane-resistant technologies 
available in solar thermal and photovoltaic systems, which, combined with energy-
efficient buildings and appliances, would eliminate the need for more power plants.  
 
5. If these advances in user efficiency or demand-side management were implemented, 
FPL could spend time and other resources retrofitting its greenhouse gas-emitting plants 



with carbon capture and sequestration technology. Jobs would be provided, and carbon 
emission costs would be reduced.  
 
RHONDA ROFF, president Save It Now, Glades! Clewiston  


