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Power plant plan under scrutiny 
By GREG MARTIN 
 
FPL plant to spur global warming, groups say 
 
FPL's plan to build the nation's largest coal-fired power plant in western Glades County 
will pollute the air with greenhouse gas and the water with mercury, according to 
environmental groups. 
 
The groups are mounting an administrative challenge of the proposal on a technicality. 
They claim Glades County's comprehensive plan, which allows utilities in agricultural 
areas without public hearings, is inconsistent with state law, said David Guest, a 
Tallahassee-based attorney with Earth Justice. 
 
Earth Justice is representing several of the environmental groups that have filed as parties 
in the challenge. 
 
The challenge will be considered in a two-day hearing beginning June 5 in Moore Haven 
before state Administrative Law Judge J. Lawrence Johnston. 
 
The land-use objections represent a first phase in the challenges to the project. Several of 
the environmental groups are also voicing pollution concerns, which are to be considered 
as the Public Service Commission, the Department of Environmental Protection and the 
state Cabinet consider their approvals of the project. 
 
Designed to burn pulverized coal at extra-high temperatures, the so-called Glades Power 
Park would become one of the cleanest-burning in the nation, said Pat Davis, FPL 
spokeswoman. It would be equipped with state-of-the-art pollution scrubbers, she said. 
 
 
The plant would generate enough electricity to power 650,000 homes, Davis said. The 
power is needed to "keep the lights burning" as Florida continues to grow at its average 
pace of 1,000 new residents per day, she said. 
 
But the power park would still emit 16 million tons of carbon dioxide, 3,000 tons of 
sulfur dioxide, 4,000 tons of nitrogen oxide, 1,000 tons of particulate matter and 180 
pounds of mercury per year, according to the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, which 
is among the groups challenging the proposal. 
 
At the crux of the current challenge, Guest said, is the way the Glades County 
Commission in 2002 changed its comprehensive plan to allow "utilities" to be located in 
agricultural zones without public hearings for rezoning applications. 



 
The county adopted the 2002 change to accommodate a request from Lykes Brothers, 
which own about two-thirds of Glades County, said Larry Hilton, deputy county 
administrator. At the time, Lykes Brothers was seeking the authority to build water 
utilities to serve its then-proposed development, the Village of Muse, he said. 
 
But FPL last year benefited from the change when it proposed a 5,000-acre 1,950-
megawatt coal-fired power plant in an agricultural area. Because the plant was considered 
a "utility," the county could approve the site with no rezoning hearings, Hilton said. 
 
The approval merely required "false notices and misleading information" to meet the 
county's requirements, according to Guest. 
 
"I think the appropriate legal terminology is 'chicanery,'" said Guest. 
 
Hilton, however, pointed out that even before his county's plan was changed, the County 
Commission could approve any project that provided economic benefits anywhere in the 
county without a public hearing. 
 
"We're following our regulations and comp plan and, in the end, that's the way it's going 
to end up being," Hilton said. 
 
The environmental groups, however, will also argue Glades' approval is inconsistent with 
state growth management laws, said Andrew McElwaine, president of the Conservancy 
of Southwest Florida, which is among the groups challenging the project. 
 
He said state laws require counties to consider the impacts of projects -- and the Glades 
power plant poses many. They would include a heavy increase in rail traffic to import 
massive quantities of coal, he said. 
 
Pollution from the plant could soon be wafting over Fisheating Creek, Lake Okeechobee, 
the Caloosahatchee River, the Big Cypress National Preserve and Everglades National 
Park, which are all located within 70 miles, the alliance states. 
 
The plant is also within some 40 miles of Charlotte Harbor. 
 
The carbon dioxide from the plant would contribute to the problem of global warming -- 
in a state particularly at risk from rising sea levels, said Guest. 
 
"Florida is acting like it's still 1950 in the world of energy use," he added. "The Public 
Service Commission and the (Florida Department of Environmental Protection) don't 
seem to have caught on, that global warming is a crisis." 
 
Guest represents the Sierra Club, the Florida Wildlife Federation, Save Our Creeks and 
the Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida in their challenges to the power 
plant. 



 
Also, the mercury emissions would add more of a toxin that has already contaminated 
fish in area waters, said McElwaine. 
 
McElwaine suggested FPL be required to build a smaller plant using Integrated 
Gasification Coal Combustion technology, which turns coal into gas. Such plants are 
cleaner than the type FPL wants to build, he said. 
 
FPL considered that option but found the pulverized-coal plant more cost-effective, Davis 
said. 
 
Also, the amount of mercury emitted by the plant would be insignificant compared to the 
mercury levels already in the environment, she said. 
 
"This is about the cleanest-burning coal plant in the nation," Davis said. "It is not a plant 
of old. It has state-of-the-art technology." 
 
 


