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Consultant: Coal plant an expensive mistake 
By Jim Ash  
 
An environmental consultant testified Tuesday that Florida Power & Light will make an 
expensive mistake if it builds a $5.7 billion coal-fired power plant in Glades County. 
 
The power company could face between $120 million and $400 million in annual 
penalties for emitting carbon dioxide under a raft of proposals floating through Congress 
that are aimed at combating global warming, said David Schlissel, a senior consultant for 
Synapse Energy and Economics. 
    
''It's prudent to expect that a policy to regulate climate change will be put into effect in a 
way that should concern utilities that are building coal power plants,'' Schlissel said.  
 
Testifying before the Public Service Commission for the Sierra Club, the Florida Wildlife 
Federation and the Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida, Schlissel said his 
studies show that the plant, which the company wants to build 5 miles northwest of 
Moore Haven by 2013, wouldn't be economically feasible. 
 
Although a host of environmental activists testified Monday about their concerns, 
Schlissel's study could be the most damaging for the power company. 
 
The regulatory commission is charged by state law to rule whether there is a need for a 
new plant and whether it will be the most cost-effective for its customers. The 
commission also must consider whether energy conservation can eliminate the need and 
whether the choice of fuel will help wean the state off of its dependence on foreign oil. 
 
Company officials argued that there is a possibility the company could avoid penalties, in 
part, because it will use a new, cleaner technology that pulverizes the coal and heats it at 
super high temperatures. 
 
FPL also argued that coal meets the diversity test and will shield customers from price 
fluctuations in the oil market and supply interruptions from hurricanes. The company said 
it can keep a 60-day supply of coal on site, unlike oil or natural gas burning plants. 
 
With the company's demand growing by more than 100,000 customers a year, and 
Floridians building larger and more power hungry homes, company officials say the plant 
is crucial. 
 
''It is critical that action be taken now,'' testified Rene Silva, director of resource 
assessment and planning. ''It is also the only practicable means of maintaining diversity in 
the system.'' 
 



The commission is expected to make its recommendation in June. 


