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Nelson Visits TECO Plant 
 
By Bill Rufty 
The Ledger 

LAKELAND - U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson came to Polk 
County on Friday to tour a TECO electric generating 
plant that greatly reduces green house gases, making 
his point on the same day the UN released a report 
warning of the global warming threat. 
 
He followed it up with an additional tour - one of storm 
ravaged areas to the north and east of Polk. Nelson, a 
Democrat, made that tour accompanying a man with 
whom he says he has developed a great rapport, 
Republican Gov. Charlie Crist. 
 
It was a coincidence, Nelson told The Ledger, that his 
tour of the coal gasification plant south of Mulberry, 
came on the day the UN report that flatly states global 
warming is caused by humans. 
 
He said the previous Senate majority, Republicans, 
did not allow hearings on global warming except for 
Sen. John McCain, whose Commerce Committee was 
only partially connected to the issue. But the majority 
Democrats are now holding hearings, he said. 
 
"America has been like an ostrich sticking its head in 
the sand and ignoring what almost all in the scientific community have been telling us. We are not 
doing enough to contain the green house effects," Nelson said. 
 
TECO's coal gasification plant is the first generation of a system that recaptures gases created by 
the burning of fossil fuels before they get into the air. With a law passed last year giving energy 
companies tax credits for retooling, TECO plans to update its technology to capture all carbon 
dioxide and most other green house gases. 
 
"And now the Orlando Utilities Commission and the Southern Company are building a plant 
together in Orlando that will help reduce their emissions," Nelson said. "We need to do much 
more. The (UN) report is clear. If we don't do something in the next 10 years, it (global warming) 
may be irreversible. 
 
"But utility plants are just one source of green house pollution," he said. "Another is auto exhaust. 
That's why we desperately need to find solutions and fast." 
 
Nelson said he expects legislation to pass in the Democratic-controlled Congress that will begin 
to put more restrictions on green house gas emissions. 
 
Nelson said he was grateful for the invitation to join Crist and members of the Cabinet on the tour 
of Lakeland and Volusia counties where tornadoes wrecked havoc. "I am just privileged to try to 
help and I have a good relationship with Charlie Crist. We met before the inauguration and I told 
him I wanted to have a good bipartisan relationship with him," Nelson said. 

 
  
Tampa Electric Company Polk Power 
Station Process Specialist Michael 
Riddlebarger, right, shows U.S. Sen. Bill 
Nelson the control room monitors during a 
tour of the plant in Mulberry on Friday. 
The need for cleaner energy alternatives 
was the focus of Nelson's visit. Through 
coal gasification, the plant uses coal to 
create a clean-burning gas that is used in 
the production of electricity. (MICHAEL 
WILSON/Ledger photos) 



 
He said that when the federal government agrees to Crist's request to declare the damaged 
areas federal disaster areas, a range of financial help from individual assistance, including crisis 
counseling, to help for businesses and assistance to local governments will become available. 
 
On another issue, Nelson said he expects a Senate resolution against sending more troops to 
Iraq to pass next week. 
 
He co-sponsored the resolution. 
 
"I was convinced when I went on my last trip to Iraq in December that putting more troops in the 
middle of sectarian violence is not going to do any good," he said. 
 
Those running the war will be candid with members of Congress off camera, but it changes once 
the spotlight is on them, he said. 
 
"The commanders had been telling us more troops would do little good, except maybe the 4,000 
Marines to be added to western Iraq, but not the heavy amounts planned for Baghdad," Nelson 
said. "But then most were dancing around this issue when they came before our committee." 
 


